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Anthony Alcock 



The Arabic text and French translation of this Chronicle can be found in Patrologia 
Orientalis: 

4(1909) pp. 215-313 
5 (1910) pp. 219-340 
7 (1911) pp. 98- 203 
13 (1919) pp. 432-639. 

This text has no title. The above is the name by which it is usually known. Seert 1 is the 
home of the library to which the text seems originally to have belonged. The text was first 
discovered by Mgr Addai Scher in the Patriarchal Library at Mosul, where he copied it in 
1902 before he became achbishop of Seert. This copy is called A. He later found 'bien des 
feuilles' of the same text in the Seert library. This copy is called S. and he states it as his 
belief that the Mosul copy probably came from Seert. The numbering is the work of Scher, 
who had to re-arrange the contents of A in the interest of chronological consistency. A note 
of the editors in PO 4 p.2 1 8 gives details of others who have worked on the Arabic text and 
produced the French translation. 



The author of the text has been identified as Isho'denah of Basra 2 by establishing that the 
Chronicle was used extensively by Elias of Nisibis, who quotes the work of Isho'denah 3 on 
six separate occasions. Scher is quite sure that the Seert and Mosul texts are one single 



1 The diocese of Seert seems to have been created in the mid- 16th cent. Addai Scher was the last bishop. He was 
murdered in the Assyrian Genocide on June 20th 1915, but not before he had rescued many Christians by bribing the 
local governor with money from the sale of church treasures. For an appraisal of the work of Addai Scher cf. J.-M. Fiey 
'L'apport de Mgr Scher a l'hagiographie oriental e' Analecta Bollandiana 83 (1965) pp. 121-142. 

2 Pierre Nautin 'L'auteur de la 'Chronique de Seert': Isho'denah of Basra' Revue de VHistoire des Religions 186 (1974) 
pp. 1 1 3 ff. 

3 Also known for a work entitled the Book of Chastity. 
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